EXPLAINING THE DIARIES AND  DISPATCHES	jog
her already heavily taxed population, and the crying need
of large sections of her people for relief funds, it is difficult
to see how Japan could afford to embark upon a programme
of maintaining naval parity with the United States and Great
Britain.
Once we have registered our position firmly and unequivocally,
we can then afford to await the next move on the part of Japan. I
believe that it will come.
So far as we can evaluate here the proceedings of the recent pre-
liminary naval conversations in London, I am of the opinion that
the most important and the most valuable result issuing therefrom
has been the apparent tendency towards closer Anglo-American
co-operation in the Far East. If we can count in future—again as a
direct result of Japan's " bungling diplomacy"—on a solid and
united front between the United States 'and Great Britain in meet*
ing Japan's flaunting of treaty rights and her unrestrained ambitions
to control East Asia, the future may well assume a brighter aspect
for all of us.
Theodore Roosevelt enunciated the policy " Speak softly and
carry a big stick," If our diplomacy in the Far East is to achieve
favourable results, and if we are to reduce the risk of an eventual
war with Japan to a minimum, that is the only way to proceed. Such
a war may be unthinkable, and so it is, but the spectre of it is always
present and will be present for some time to come. It would be
criminally short-sighted to discard it from our calculations, and the
best possible way to avoid it is to be adequately prepared, for pre-
paredness is a cold fact which even the chauvinists, the military,
the patriots, and the ultra-nationalists in Japan, for all their bluster
concerning " provocative measures " in the United States, can grasp
and understand. The Soviet Ambassador recently told me that a
prominent Japanese had said to him that the most important factor
in avoiding a Japanese attack on the Maritime Provinces was the
intensive Soviet military preparations in1 Siberia and Vladivostok.
I believe this to be true, and again, and yet again, I urge that our
own country be adequately prepared to meet aJl eventualities in the
Far East.
Of course I have conveyed these views to our Government.
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On reading back over this diary I really wonder how I have the
courage to send it to anyone, it is such a patchwork and crazy quilt,
and so many of the comments so rapidly set down require further
elucidation or discussion. The field of Japanese-American relations,
for instance, is so broad and so impossible to cover in a running
document of this kind that my day-to-day continent, hastily ex-
pressed, might well give erroneous impressions. Our official dis-

